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CLAIMS 

In the claims: 

1 . An analysis system, comprising: ^ 

a data device, said data device including a plurality of attribute types in an 
embodiment of a data design, wherein said data device provides for the storage of said 
attribute records in accordance with said data design; 

an application device, said application device including an application 
incorporating said data design, said application including a configiu'able template, 
wherein a modification to said configurable template automatically modifies said data 
design, and wherein said application provides for generating an analysis firom the 
attribute records in said data device. 



2. The system of claim 1, wherein said plurality of attribute types includes a 
transaction attribute type, an asset attribute type and an organization attribute type, 
and wherein each attribute type corresponds to a plurality of attribute records. 

3. The system of claim 1, fiirther comprising a plurality of assets and a plurality 
of local controllers, wherein said plurality of local controllers provide for the 
capturing of information fi-om said plurality of assets, and wherein said information is 
stored as said attribute records in said data device in accordance with said data design. 

4. The system of claim 1, fiuther comprising a plurality of data hierarchies, said 
plurality of data hierarchies including an organization hierarchy, an asset hierarchy, 
and a transaction hierarchy. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein said application can modify the number of 
configurable templates. 

6. The system of claim 1, fiirther comprising a web server, wherein said 
application resides on a web server, and wherein said application provides for 
interactions with a plurality of users associated with a plurality of organizations in a 
simultaneous or substantially simultaneous manner. 
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7. The system of claim 6, wherein access to said apphcation is sold in accordance 
with an application service provider agreement. 

8. The system of claim 6, further comprising a plurality of data designs, wherein 
each organization accessing said application does so in accordance with said data 
design associated with said accessing organization. 

9. The system of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of configurable business 
rules, wherein said application provides for generating said analysis in accordance 
with at least one said business rule. 



10. The system of claim 1, wherein said application is an asset management 
program, and wherein said analj^is relates to a cost-benefit analysis of at least one 
said attribute type. 

11. The system of claim 1, wherein said attribute records are populated by a 
manual data entry process. 

12. The system of claim 1, wherein said attribute records are populated by a batch 
upload process. 

13. The system of claim 1, wherein said attribute records are populated by an 
automated transfer process from a first computer to a second computer. 

14. The system of claim 1, wherein said attribute records are populated through a 
wireless data collection process. 

15. The system of claim 1, wherein said attribute records are populated 
automatically by an interfacing computer program. 
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16. An asset management system, comprising: 

a database, said database including a data design, and a plurality of attributes, 
said plurality of attributes comprising a plurality of attribute types, and a plurality of 
attribute values; 

wherein said plurality of attribute values are associated with said 
plurality of attribute types in accordance with said data design; 
said plurality of attribute types comprising: 
a plurality of asset attributes; 
a plurality of organization attributes; 
a plurality of transaction attributes; 
an asset management application, said application including a plurality of 
templates, and an asset analysis; 

wherein each template in said templates provides for the modification 
of a subset of said data design; 

said plurality of templates including an asset template, an organization 
template, and a transaction template; and 

wherein said application provides for generating said asset analysis 
from at least one said asset attribute, at least one said organization attribute, 
and at least one said transaction attribute. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein said plurality of organization attributes 
include an organization hierarchy, a plurality of roles, and a plurality of business rules, 
wherein said organization hierarchy comprises a plurality of organization levels, 
including a first organization level and a second organization level, and wherein each 
organization level is associated with a subset of said roles and a subset of said 
business rules. 

18. The system of claim 16, wherein said plurality of transaction attributes include 
a plurality of transaction types comprising at least three of: a lease; a rent; purchase; a 
sale; a depreciation; an interest payment; an asset management fee; a maintenance 
contract; a project management; a repair; an abuse; a freight charge; a tax; and a travel 
cost. 
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19. The system of claim 16, wherein said plurality of asset attributes includes an 
accoxmting characteristic and a physical characteristic. 

20. The system of claim 16, wherein said asset analysis is a profitability analysis. 

21 . The system of claim 16, wherein said asset analysis does not relate to a 
monetary value. 

22. The system of claim 16, wherein said asset analysis is created with an on-line 
analytical processing-based functionality. 

23. The system of claim 16, wherein said application provides for creating 
additional templates. 

24. The system of claim 16, wherein said application provides for creating 
additional attribute types. 

25. The system of claim 16, wherein said application provides for modifying said 
attribute types. 



26. A method for managing assets, comprising: ^ 

providing an application supported by an underlying data design; 

capturing a plurality of organization attributes through the use of a first 
configurable template associated with an application; 

receiving a plurality of asset attributes through the use of a second 
configurable template associated with an application; 

defining a plurality of transaction attributes through the use of a third 
configurable template associated with an application; 

modifying the data design through the use of at least one configurable 
template; 

generating an analysis firom data stored in accordance with the modified data 




design. 
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27. The method of claim 26, wherein said first configurable template is also said 
second configurable template. 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein said third configurable template is also said 
first configurable template and said second configurable template. 

29. The method of claim 26, wherein the application is provided by an application 
service provider for access by multiple organizations in a simultaneous or 
substantially simultaneous manner. 

30. The method of claim 26, further comprising associating a particular transaction 
type with an accoimting procedure. 

3 1 . The method of claim 26, further comprising associating a particular business 
rule with a particular role in an organization. 

32. The method of claim 26, further comprising associating the ability to possess 
assets to a particular sub-unit of an organization, 

33. The method of claim 26, further comprising associating a transaction type with 
an asset type. 

34. The method of claim 26, further comprising association an asset attribute, an 
organization attribute, and a transaction attribute with a business rule. 

35. The method of claim 26, further comprising adding a configurable template to 
said application. 
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